
Kathy’s Tree of Light Dedication 

“Find the people and places that always light up your life as you set down your roots, grow your strengths, and 

change comfortably with time”  

Whistling Gardens gratefully acknowledges the 

donation from Kathy Coomber that enabled the 

creation of this unique Tree of Light. As an 

enthusiastic supporter and founding member of 

our 2012 opening, Kathy always unearthed 

inspiration from our gardens. She continually 

transformed her own garden in Simcoe, which 

includes several of our trees – particularly two Japanese Weeping 

Cherries that we (Darren) helped plant in 2010. Through the changing 

seasons, including a diagnosis of Alzheimer's dementia in 2016. Kathy 

always found her light in the comfort and pleasure of visits to her 

"favourite place". 

Kathy was the beloved wife of Ross for 50 years, cherished mother of 
Susan (Brad) and Martin (Lizzie) and doting grandmother of Noah, 
Addie, Hope, Nate and Matty. Her fun loving, adventurous approach to 
life earned her many friends while her intelligence and strong work ethic 

ensured success in a wide variety of career roles. Kathy’s beautiful life story and dedication is featured in the Vision 
TV documentary series Healing Gardens, episode S1E4: Whistling Gardens - Healing Trauma: Cultivating Serenity 
https://www.visiontv.ca/videos/healing-gardens-s1e4-whistling-gardens-healing-trauma-cultivating-serenity/ which is 
Free To Watch and broadcast until May 22, 2028. Healing Gardens is a 10-part documentary series which explores 
the transformative capabilities and restorative powers of gardens, gardening, and green spaces – which provide a 
variety of benefits to a diverse population with different needs. In every episode, the beauty is undeniable – but we go 
beyond the splendour of the gardens to hear soulful stories of healing from the people who experienced them. 
 

https://www.visiontv.ca/videos/healing-gardens-s1e4-whistling-gardens-healing-trauma-cultivating-serenity/
https://visiontv.ca/shows/healing-gardens

